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past; present^ and future. Every act taking
place in time implies something antecedent
to itself; and this something; be it what it
may, hinders us from regarding the subse-
quent act as absolute and unconditioned.
Nay, even time itself, apart from the phe-
nomena which it implies, has the same char-
acter. If an act cannot take place except
in time, time is the condition of its taking
place. To conceive the unconditioned, as
the first Hnk in a chain of conditioned con-
sequences, it seems necessary that we should
conceive something out of time, yet fol-
lowed by time; standing at the beginning
of all duration, and succession, having no
antecedent, but followed by a series of con-
sequents.

Philosophical theologians have been con-
scious   of this   difficulty,   almost  from   the